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what commands his Imperial Majesty may have
to send. This last, of course, is an intimation that
Bernadotte is not the person to give him orders.
As a matter of fact Alexander had given Berna-
dotte some such assurance as the latter claimed to
have received but had done so without consulting
Frederick William and without officially informing
Bliicher.

The Swedish Crown Prince was by this time
in such a panic that he inspired pity in those who
were about him. Krusemarck, the Prussian mili-
tary attach6, wrote to Bliicher: "It would be a
praiseworthy deed to raise the sunken courage of
the gnadiger Herr for he already considers that
all is lost. I beg your Excellency most earnestly
to inform him to the contrary."

Bernadotte had so confidently expected that
Bliicher would bow to his authority that he had
given orders on his own responsibility to the
latter's general, von Rauch, to lay a pontoon
bridge over the Elbe at Aken. He had written to
Rauch:

General Bliicher is approaching Aken by forced
marches to join me. Together we shall give battle
to the enemy in case he recrosses to the left bank.
Should he remain on the right bank we shall cross the
Elbe in full force. To relieve you of all responsibility
I inform you that I am authorized by a letter of
the Tsar Alexander to issue commands to General
Bliicher in case of necessity. You will now see that